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Hello


Allison Hernandez gave me your name and links to your research in hopes that you can share technical


advice and maybe some information resources.


I am investigating the potential for adverse effects of the HOVENSA oil refinery plume that EPA plans to


permit under the Clean Air Act. The plume overlaps the sea where coral reefs and seagrass habitats occur.


The refinery began operations in 1965 but has not been operational since 2012.


There is no obvious "Sudbury scenario."  Based on Lee Carrubba's local knowledge, the habitats outside of


the dredged area are doing well. The only change to permitted emissions for the restart is "...allows for


operational flexibility with an annual emission cap..."  I am attaching images of the modeling provided by


EPA. The permit requires monitoring because the modeling had so many data gaps.


My question for you: Would pollutants from this plume be expected to partition/fall out appreciably to the


water? The only information I have been able to find on partitioning and fall out is from a global


perspective, not a local impact area.


I thank you in advance for any help or information you can share.


Pat


Patricia Shaw-Allen, Ph.D.


Ecotoxicologist

NOAA Fisheries


U.S. Department of Commerce


Office: (301)427-8473


Mobile: (603)545-7827


pat.shaw-allen@noaa.gov
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